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Recent Activities  
 
Advising editorial committee and editing DTI Trade & Investment book -
‘Regeneration UK’ - to be used by British Embassies in promoting 
regeneration expertise worldwide, but especially to new entrants to European 
Union and Far East. 
 
DTI Regeneration UK booklet  - Baron Isherwood has contributed in recent 
years (2003-2006) to disseminating techniques of planning and 
implementation of regeneration, via lectures, conferences and publications 
such as the DTI Regeneration UK booklet -  on which Baron advised, and 
helped to edit. 
 
Exploring links between UK and French regeneration experiences for 
Directorate General of Urbanism, Housing and Constr uction of the  
Ministère d’Equipement , Bordeaux School of Architecture, DSSE   
programme on Economie de l’Aménagement et du Development Local, and  
Foncière Logement.  
 
Relevant Publications / Seminars  
 
Urban & Rural Renaissance sections of the Regional Economic Strategy,  
of the North West Development Agency (NWDA) –  establishing broad thrust 
of intended activities of the Agency, and tracing them through to projects and 
intended outputs. 
 
Land Reclamation Review  – a statement of the intended priorities for land 
reclamation and enhancement across the North West, encouraging the 
development of Regional Parks (on the Emscher Park model) and 
improvements to gateways and corridors of the conurbations.  
 
‘Regeneration Prospectus’  –  an initial introduction to the economic 
regeneration themes relevant to the North West of England. 
 
The Regeneration Prospectus  
produced by Baron Isherwood pulled many examples from within the North 
West, from Europe and the United States, to illustrate how local authorities 
might tackle their individual problems and make the most of their local 
opportunities. Regeneration, the art of tackling all problems simultaneously so 
that everyonewho can leave an area chooses not to do so, benefits from  
an elective approach. 
 
 



 
 
‘Renaissance by Design’  –Renaissance by Design, produced by Baron 
Isherwood for the 2002 MIPIM meeting, placed a new emphasis on the quality 
of the built form, whether buildings or the built environment, in regeneration 
schemes. This was subsequently  recognised by the Commission for 
Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE) as making an  important 
contribution to raising the profile of design in regeneration. 
 

   
 
Berlin ‘Urban 21’ Summit  and Duisberg Feeder Conference (2000) : a 
Paper – with Eira Hughes –  on sustainable development in the older 
metropolitan areas of the North West of England. 
 
‘The World of Goods’  – co-authored with Mary Douglas ( Allen Lane, 1979) , 
reissued ( by Routledge) in 1997. 
 
‘The World of Goods’  explores linkages between social anthropology and 
economics of consumption activities, and has since become a seminal book in 
cultural studies. 
 

 
 
 



Corporate Activities while at NWDA  
 
Achievements of NWDA Senior Management Team,  1998-2003 
(e.g. development of Area Offices, motivation of regeneration staff, 
communications with clients) - recognised by a Mori Poll as the best Regional 
Development Agency.  

 
Managed programme expenditure (£300M/annum)  and successfully hit 
targets on expenditure and outputs – especially re - 

·  jobs 
·  reclamation, and 
·  commercial space. 

 
Introduced innovatory programmes  in relation to – 

·  Land Reclamation 
·  Regional Parks 
·  Community Forests 
·  Architecture and Design 
·  Public Realm and Public Art 
·  City Growth Strategies, and  
·  Business Improvement Districts.  

 
Managed £100M property portfolio -  achieved required property disposals, 
and instituted a review of property portfolio ownership and management. 

     
Initiated a ‘Centre of Excellence’ in Regeneration  – now launched as 
‘Renew’. 
 
Established a successful ‘Regeneration Masterclasses’ programme, to 
develop regeneration skills in the region. 
 
Dissemination of Best Practice in Masterclasses - Some of the best ideas  
on regeneration in the North West have been promoted through 
Masterclasses - initiated by Baron Isherwood. 
 
Corporate Activities while at GONW  
 
Responsible for Central Government ‘sponsorship’  of – 

·  100 Single Regeneration Budget Schemes 
·  4 City Challenge Companies 
·  2 Urban Development Corporations, and 
·  previous urban and housing initiatives. 

 
Supported Ministers  on regional initiatives, eg. – 

·  Manchester City Pride 
·  the Olympics Bid 
·  housing initiatives, and 
·  the reconstruction of Manchester City Centre. 

 



Managed major spending programmes  such as – 
·  Local Authority Housing Investment Programmes  
·  European Regional Development Funds (Objective II), and 
·  the Derelict Land Grant Programme. 
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Neighbourhood regeneration schemes - . Baron’s first responsibility in the 
North West was as Regional Controller of Housing in the Government Office, 
following work he had undertaken on slum clearance which had led  to the 
creation of Neighbourhood Renewal Areas, targeted at the refurbishment of 
private sector housing in such a way that would respect the key 
characteristics of the areas . He also promoted Estate Action and City 



Challenge, the latter most notably in Hulme, one of the most successful of 
neighbourhood regeneration schemes.  
 
Invented Neighbourhood Renewal Areas   - to tackle housing and social  
problems in an integrated and cohesive manner in meaningful socio-economic  
areas. 
 
Planning work included ( while at GONW) – 

·  Government response to the draft Cheshire Structure Plan – 
           especially in relation to urban capacity of Chester to deal with 
           further development. 

·  major call-in cases – eg Nirex ( a politically sensitive issue – 
           involving nuclear waste), and the Trafford Centre (access and 
           shopping issues for a major out-of–town retail development). 
 

          
 
Corporate Activities while in Whitehall  
 
Ran a division of economists in Department of Environment  providing - 

·  advice on housing markets and policy developments, and 
·  completing the Rayner Scrutiny of Slum Clearance Subsidy. 

 
Provided advice in Cabinet papers  on – 

·  income distributional effects of social security policies and relative 
poverty ( for DHSS). 
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